Fall Fertilizing

DID YOU KNOW?
When it rains, the water takes excess fertilizer from lawns,

driveways, sidewalks, and streets directly to our rivers and lakes
UNTREATED

Fertilizing Calendar

Late Fall = October or November
e This is the most important fertilizer application; apply
fertilizer with the highest rates of nitrogen in October or
November. Fall fertilizer applications should be made
when the average daily temperature drops to 50
degrees Fahrenheit

Early Spring = Late April or Early May
o Depending on when snow melts, fertilize lawns late in Why Fertilize in the Fall?
April to early May

Fall fertilization is best because the lawn
has passed through the stressful
summer months and needs food to
rebuild itself. During the fall season
there is less competition from weeds,
insects and diseases. Nutrients are
Fall = September required to take full advantage of the

e Fertilize in September, using a lawn fertilizer blended cool weather growth period to restore

the next summer.

Summer = None
e Contrary to popular belief, you should not fertilize
during the summer as doing so encourages pests and
frequent mowing while discouraging healthy root
growth.

- Shelley Elmblad “Fertilizing Your Lawn on a Budget”

Other methods to keep a healthy lawn

m Get a Soil Test and follow the recommendations
= Mow with sharp blades set at 2 % to 3 inches and

leave clippings on the lawn

m Sweep up grass clippings from street, sidewalk, and

Keep local rivers and lakes clean

driveway and return to lawn
= Use low-phosphorus or phosphorus-free
fertilizers
. dNe\_/er dispose of fertilizer down the storm information http://learningstore.uwex.edu/pdf/A2306.pdf)
rain
= Sweep up any excess fertilizer and put back
on the lawn or dispose of properly

m Calibrate your spreader correctly (for more

This information is provided for use and dissemination by NEWSC. Contact us with any questions.
920-886-8164 (phone) WWW.NEWSC.0rg P.O. Box 1861, Appleton, WI 54912



http://learningstore.uwex.edu/pdf/A2306.pdf

